
 
            ISSUE: Provide a solution to assist those facing housing uncertainty. 

 
Measures needed to contain and control the spread of the coronavirus have caused an economic downturn in North
Carolina. Thousands of North Carolinians are now facing significant hardships due to loss of business, furloughs,
and unemployment. As a result, people need additional assistance remaining in their homes during times where they
are being advised to do so.  
 
Utilizing the resources provided to the state through the federal CARES Act, programs like the funds established in
House Bill 1200 “Foreclosure Prevention Grants/Rental & Utility Assistance,” sponsored by Representatives John Szoka,
Jason Saine, Kristin Baker, and Perrin Jones, are greatly needed. 
 
ASK: Support House Bill 1200, sponsored by Representatives Szoka, Saine, Baker, and Jones, to
provide mortgage and rental assistance to qualifying persons across the state of North Carolina.

        ISSUE: Extend electronic video notary
 
As the pandemic reached full impact the reality of performing in-person notarizations of real estate documents
became not just implausible, but also inadvisable. Many other states across the country already allow for remote
online notarizations. North Carolina does not, putting many transactions in jeopardy of completion. A statutory
change was needed to allow emergency video notaries to occur and it was thankfully included  through SB 704 until
August 1, 2020.
 
ASK: Extend the allowance of emergency online notarization until May 1, 2021 to allow for
continued safety when obtaining signatories. This will also give stakeholders information on what
works best as we work towards a long-term solution for remote notarizations.

Though we can’t be together in person, NC REALTORS® advocacy is still vital to ensure
our state is able to effectively recover from the coronavirus crisis.  

 
Stay Informed, Stay Engaged!



              ISSUE: Beyond COVID-19
 
The global pandemic has shown our state and business community numerous areas where system improvements
are necessary. Through the problems posed for all aspects of life, including real estate transactions, we know our
state must prepare now for future issues. Core amongst these is supporting statewide broadband access. Without
this infrastructure, additional system improvements will not be possible.  
 
We also need to have systems in place to ensure our court systems and Registers of Deeds can operate when people
cannot be physically present. And the temporary authorizations which have been granted during the current
situation need to be made permanent to provide this level of accessibility regardless of the circumstances.
 
ASK: NC REALTORS® encourages the General Assembly to consider funding for the following
programs for our state:

1.     Broadband access across North Carolina; 
2.     Bringing all the state’s courts and Registers of Deeds online and accessible 
 
3.     Allowing remote notarizations permanently.

           THANK YOU: Continue financial support for housing programs
 
Throughout our organization’s history, we have supported important financial programs to help North Carolinians in
achieving the American dream of homeownership. These programs, managed by the North Carolina Housing Finance
Agency, represent vital assistance to individuals and communities in supporting housing affordability and housing
access.
 
ASK: Thank you for supporting House Bill 1208 “Funding for Workforce Housing Loan Program”,
sponsored by Representative Donny Lambeth. We appreciate the General Assembly’s financial
support of the Housing Trust Fund and the Workforce Housing Loan Program.
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